DIFTERA

RECORDING SCHEMES BULLETIN NO 36, AUGUST 1993

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE DIFTERA RECORDING SCHEMES - NOVEMBER 6 1992
Natural History Museum, South Kensington, London

Morning Session - Flett Theatre.  The Flett Theatre is in the Earth Science section and the easiest way to
it is through the old Geological Museum entrance in Exhibition Road though it can also be reached from the
Life Science section of the Natural History Museum.

Chairman - Dr Stuart Ball (Co-organiser of the Hoverfly Recording Scheme)

11.00 - 11.30 Martin Drake Flies on grazing marshes

11.30 - 12.00 Brigitte Peterek Behavioral studies on hoverflies

12.00 - 12.30 Laurence Clemons Picture wing flies sensu latu

12.30- 1.00 Kenn Watt Hovering over Scotland - a dipterist’s eye view

Lunch - Pubs, caf6s, or bring your own packed lunch.

Afternoon session - Demonstration Room, Palaeontology Department

2.00 . 6.00 Setting up exhibits and informal period.
Identification service - bring along your awkward specimens.
2.30 Demonstration of genitalia mounting.
3.00 - 3.30 Brief general discussion session.
3.30 - 4.00 Empid identification made simple - Roy Crossley
4.00 Quick slide show introducing next summer’s Shropshire meeting.

Entrance Fee and Parking. You will have to pay the entrance fee to the Museum (£4.50 for adults, £2.20
for senior citizens, students and unemployed - documentary evidence of status required, £2 for 5-17 year-olds).
There is no parking available in the Museum grounds.

Synopsis. The morning talks begin with Martin Drake (Larger Brachycera scheme organiser) bringing together
the results from many surveys of the insects of grazing marshes, which are those apparently uninteresting
stretches of flat pasture dotted with cows and lined with ditches. As they make ideal land to build on, they
frequently come under threat, thought the remaricable assemblage of flies (among other groups) often save the
day. Brigitte Peterek, from the University of Central Lancashire (Preston), is undertaking a PhD study on the
behavior of hoverflies and her particular interest is their relationship with the bees and wasps that they mimic.
To most of us, picture wings flies are synonymous with tephritids, the group that Laurence Clemons is the
national recorder for. Starting with the pretty flies is an easy way of breaking into a new group and Laurence’s
talk will stray far beyond tephritids to show how pictured wings are found throughout the Diptera. Finally,
Kenn Watt will tell us how far his hoverfly recording has got in Scotland after many years as the regional
hoverfly co-ordinator for the country, with illustrations from his forthcoming atlas of Scottish hoverflies (a proof
may be ready on the day) and rather more on the biology.

In the afternoon, Andy Godfrey, an old hand at fiddly flies, will demonstrate different ways to make genitalia
moimts which are useful to essential for those of you getting interested in smaller fry. Following last year’s
popular session introducing a new group, Roy Crossley, organiser of the Empid & Doli Study Group, will show
how easy it is to identify empids. David Heaver from English Nature’s West Midlands office will give a
resume of the interesting sites that we are going to visit in next summer’s field meeting in Shropshire.



THE DIPTERIST’S SUPPER, SATURDAY 6 NOVEMBER 1993

As last year, it will be held at the Rooms of the Royal Entomological Society. Arrive at 6.30 p.m. to start
eating at 7.00 p.m. We cater for only 45 people in that room. So don’t delay, send today, your £1 2", plus
an S, if you don’t want me to hold it (the ticket), for thee. If there are too few applicants by 1 October,
I will have to cancel the doo, as the costs become unreasonably large to bear alone. | would appreciate some
help on the day in setting up the Rooms.

David Henshaw, 34 Rounton Road, Waltham Abbey, Essex EN9 3AR.

MAILING LIST UPDATE

Apologies to those of you who did not want to receive this bulletin any longer - recycle it. Stuart summanses
thereturas from the circular he sent out in the last issue asking whether you wanted to continue receivmg the
bulletin and other newsletters (see the new address list). If you did not reply before, this is your last chance -
we will strike you off the list otheiwise. Please reply to Stuart (address at end of Bulletm).

FIELD MEETING REPORTS
Norfolk, July 1993.

Thirty-four people gathered for this meeting at the Horstead Centre, close to the Norfolk Broads for a very
succ”sful meeting. We were rained off completely on only one day and would have appreciated less wmd
when the sun did shine. We visited something like 90 sites in more than 40 10km squares covenng an ar”
from the west end of the north coast to the Suffolk border, and including some Breck sites en route to the
centre.

Stuart Ball spend long hours inputting the results into his RECORDER database, so by the end of *e nieeting
we knew we had identified about 1000 species altogether, mcludmg 100 hoverflies and 30 soldierflies (about
60% of the British list). The preliminary list showed 88 to be nationally scarce or Red Data Book flies. Some
of these were Norfolk specialities, notably Dolichopus laticola and D. nigripes from the Broads. Two
unexpected stratiomyids which have not been recorded in the Norfolk Broads area for a very long time were
Odo™myia angulata, a species found in a very few rich fen sites, and O. omom, which seems to be yirtu’y
restricted to grazing levels. Another specimen of Oxycera leonina was taken at its one known I"hty. The
carr cranefly Erioptera meijeri turned up, another species whose distribution is mainly m Norfolk, and, on
several sandy sites, there was Tipula helvola. Among the horseflies. Hybomitra muhlfeldi was frequent at some
Broads and Atylotus latistriatus was found on the north coast saltmarsh. Both species are known mostly from
this area Bee flies, from the tiny Phthiria pulicaria to the large Villa modesta, were found on the dunes, ~d
the asilid Eutolmus rufibarbis was found on most sandy inland sites. Although quite a number of the hoverflies
were nationally scarce species, there were no outstanding discoveries but it was still mce to M Anasimyia
interpuncta and Neoascia interrupta on some of the grazing levels, Cheilosia cynocephala whichb ~ s m musk
thistle, and Xanthandrus comptus whose larvae feed on micro-moth caterpillars. Among the smaller flies were
Stenomicra delicatula and the Urophora solstitialis, another species feeding on musk thistle.

The meeting was a joint venture with BEWARS, the hymenopterist’s group. Although the dipterists
outnumbered them heavily, they turned up at least a dozen nationally scarce species, mcludmg the large bee
wolf, Philanthus triangulus.

We formed a mutual admiration group with the Horstead Centre staff. The hospitality and organisational help
was excellent and, as a centre for this type of meeting, the Centre can be thoroughly recommended In turn,
they said that we were the best adult group they had for a very long time (OK, so it is a centre for young

people).
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